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Study Guide for NAPE by Jan Seale (Ink Brush Press), 2011.

Overview
	Look over the five section headings of “Contents.”  What does each heading suggest to you about faith?

 I.GATHERINGS
“How the Grandmother of the World will Entertain Herself” (p. 1)
1. What traits of a deity does the Grandmother possess?
2. What might the “tight string ball” represent?
3. Is this one view of the end of the world? If so, how is it similar to or different from your own speculation?
“Matins, still dark” (p. 2)
1) Have you traveled to places where the town’s church bells marked daily and seasonal times. If so, what was the effect on you? 
2) Read this poem aloud, noting how the rhythm and length of lines reinforce the meaning. If in a group, assign different members to read different lines and note the effect.
“Baptism l976” (p. 3)
What do the hiccups of the child suggest to the speaker?
“How the Wax Churches of Los Aztecas Bloom” (p. 4)
This is an ekphrastic poem, a written work that comments on or complements a work of graphic art, in this case, the 40 miniature wax churches that Pánfilo Vasquez Fondón meticulously makes each year to be carried in the festival parade.
1) Pánfilo’s art is ephemeral art. Why? 
2) The poem is basically just a few very long sentences. Why might the poet have chosen this  grammatical treatment?

“Chapel” (p. 8)
1)This sonnet was written during the Vietnam war. Is it relevant 40 years later? In what ways?
2) The form of poetry here is an Elizabethan sonnet. Is there an irony between the form and the subject matter? Discuss.
“Come Celebrate Another Early Snake” (p. 9)
1) The title suggests a celebration but the words offer a lament. What is the poem lamenting? 
2) What elements of the Genesis story does the poem mention?
3) The poetic form is a villanelle, an intricate French form. Notice that the entire poem is based on only two rhyme sounds. Why would the poet choose this for the message? Do you think the structure limits, or enhances the meaning?
“Feast Day at Jémez” (p. 10)
Jémez is a Native-American pueblo on Indian lands near Albuquerque, New Mexico.
1) What is the poet’s wish, after experiencing a day of ceremonial ritual?
2) Do other faith practices sometimes seem more exciting than one’s own? If so, what are some possible explanations. What is the remedy?
“Christmastide/ The Texican Border” (p. 12)
The Texas-Mexican border is on about the same latitude as ancient Judea, thus the similarities with the Biblical account of the first Christmas.
Relate the elements mentioned in the poem to similar things in the Gospels.

II. MARVELS
“Believing Is Seeing” (p. 15)
1) What is the relationship of the viewer and the astronomer? How does each show respect and affection?
2) Can you think of an instance where you had to believe first before you “saw”?

“The Fire-eater of Reynosa” (p. 17)
Reynosa is a Mexican city on the Texas-Mexican border with a population of over one million people.
1) Why does the hostile crowd change to a cheering one?
2) Name some other “fools” in history who have performed miraculous works.
“Grand Mal” (p. 19)
1) What is the effect on the class of this unusual class disturbance?
2) How are they Lazaruses?
“Scriptural X-Rays, 1905” (p. 20)
1) Why are so many words capitalized throughout the poem?
2) Discuss how expressions of Christian faith has changed in the last 100 years.
“A Pioneer Preacher Speaks of Cedar” (p. 23)
Lou and Charles were a couple living in West Texas on Halsell Hill. Lou’s father was a Methodist minister.
1) What are the differences in pencil cedar and Mexican Red cedar? How does the  pioneer preacher think of these as moral issues?
2) How does “cedar guard your treasures/here on earth”?
3) How does chopping cedar ‘save’ one?
“Charting the Nature Trail” (p. 25)
1) Where are the speaker and her friends?
2) What is the ‘marvel’ (the title for this group of poems) described here?
3) Who is the “Great Nanny-Boo-Boo”? If God, why this name? Is it disrespectful?
“To a Woman who Pleased King Solomon” (p. 27)
1) Why is the woman admonished to get out of the Word?
2) Who is speaking and what is the tone?
2) How does the main idea of this poem fit with that of “Baptism l976” (p. 3)?
“In the Church at Mier” (p. 28)
1) What is the speaker’s conflict?
2) What would be your reply to the man?
“Icon” (p. 29)
1) The term “icon” has been appropriated by the entertainment and information world. But what is the traditional meaning here? 
2) Do you see a related theme between “Icon” and “Grand Mal” (p. 19)? If so, what is it?

III. HARMONIES
“On Jordan’s Stormy Banks” (p. 33)
1) Most of the poems in this section take their names from gospel hymns. The title of this one is also the beginning of the first sentence. What might be the purpose of such a technique? 
2) Compare the elevated language of the hymn titles scattered throughout with the conclusion the boys reach. What is the effect? Are the boys sacrilegious?
3) If you were baptized, describe your baptism experience as remembered or told to you.
“Pilgrim! Pilgrim! Why Do You Tarry?” (p. 35)
1) How does this poem echo the Puritan work ethic?
2) What kinds of work beckon us when we would prefer to think or do more interesting things?
“Work, for the Night Is Coming” (p. 37)
1) Can you identify which words or lines echo the speech of the farmer-preacher?
2) What is the effect of the word choice of “lallygagged”?
“My Faith Looks Up to Thee” (p. 39)
1) How does “silliness dance with sacred”?
2) Why is “High” capitalized?
“Sheep May Safely Graze” (p. 40)
1) Reality (the offertory duet) and fantasy (sheep literally in church) are blended here.
Are the folk aware of this?
2) How does “wool-gathering” figure in the scene?
3) Does certain music cause you to have moments of unexplainable gladness?
“When Morning Gilds the Skies” (p. 41)
1) How is your day like a roller-coaster ride? Your life?
2) Do you notice a change in your mood as the day progresses?
“Thirteen Ways of Hearing a Pipe Organ” (p. 42)
Read this poem aloud, with a few seconds of silence between each part. If a group, each person in the group may read a section, for a round-robin effect. 
How is an organ’s music “The laughter of fingers, the tears of feet?”
“Playing the Flute for the TMR class” (p. 44)
1. Who, do you think, experiences the greater transformation in this event?
2. What is the effect in stanza 3 of the song titles being bunched together?

IV. VOLITIONS
“The Grace of Doubt” (p. 49)
How does the title relate to the meaning of the poem?
“Graphing the National Mood” (p. 50)
1) In stanza 1, what kinds of statistics does the graph show us?
2) In stanza 2, how is the background, the horizon of the graph depicted?
3) In stanza 3, what point is the poet making?
4) Do you agree that we must “be faithful to the negative of peace”?

“Boomerang” (p. 51)
1) What connotations can you draw from the title? 
2) Can you identify predictable times when you have little faith?
3) How about other times, when it is “easy…to believe in God”?
“Saying Goodnight…” (p. 52)
1) Why might the poet have chosen to write about a starry ceiling from the lower bunk?
2) What time of life is “a lingering summer’s evening”?
“My Father said,” (p. 53)
1) Recall a time of youthful doubt in your life. How was it resolved?
2) How do you interpret the father’s words? Are they consoling, arbitrary, demanding?
“The Yo-Yo Artist Lines it Out for Us” (p. 54)
1) Who might the Yo-Yo Artist be?
2) How do the brevity of the poem and the short lines fit the message?
“Easter Sunday” (p. 55)
1. What are Easter’s materialistic aspects?
2. The poet speculates on Christ’s feelings upon being crucified. What do you think they were?
3. This poem is a sestina, an intricate ancient form with only six words repeating, in different order, at the ends of the lines. The final lines use all six words. Do you think this form enhances or restricts the central meaning of the poem?
“Begging at St. Mark’s” (p. 57)
1) What is the irony of there being no water in this place?
2) What ritual do the words “Take, Drink” remind you of?
3) The last line might have several interpretations. Can you identify some of them?
“What the Bristlecones Said” (p. 59)
1) Describe these trees.
2) What are the virtues of this intriguing plant?
3) Why is “semi-mortality” puzzling?
4) Bonus point: Are there certain humans similar to bristlecone pines?

V. FUTURES
“Dealing in Futures” (p. 63)
1) How many kinds of ‘futures’ are there in this poem?
2) What is meant by “the brain lobes…sit distinct in reason, art”?
“How to Save Time” (p. 64)
For some poems, there are no explanations in prose. This poem treats the nano-seconds of our lives as objects we could save in a “box of time.” Have you noticed some unique brief stalls, hesitations, or blips in your daily life? If so, how do they affect you-- with amusement? Irritation? Both?
“Pre-need” (p. 65)
1) What words or phrases are used here from the funeral industry?
2) What is humorous in this poem?
3) In the last line, did “died” seem like a misprint at first? What is the effect of the last line? 
“Certainty” (p. 67)
1) What characteristics did the father have in his prime?
2) In what ways is he now limited?
3) Where is the ‘certainty’ in this poem?
“To a Friend…” (p. 69)
1) This poem is in rhymed triplets. Does the regular rhyme detract from or enhance the ideas for you?
2) What is the effect of the extra line in the final stanza?
“Suddenly” (p. 70)
1) Do you immediately discard a piece of mail addressed “Resident”?
2) When might death be welcomed into the neighborhood?
“Mister Samuel Overton” (p. 71)
What are some of the challenges of helping others who are troubled or in great need?
“In the Heaven of Nightgowns” (p. 74)
1) What things about nightgowns are similar to women’s lives?
2) Why a ‘heaven’ for nightgowns?
“To a late local environmentalist” (p. 75)
The regional setting for this poem is the tip of South Texas near the Texas/Mexican border. How is the late environmentalist like the animals he struggles to save?
“Night Flight to the Valley” (p. 76)
Again, a poem about the unique bi-culture of the Lower Rio Grande Valley of Texas. 
1) What is meant by “God-vantaged”?
2) How might this airplane landing compare to a hoped-for Final Destination?
“Nape” (p. 77)
1) What are the “strawberries stamped at the turnstile of birth”?
2) Have you ever noticed darker hair at the nape of white-haired people?
3) What might be the reason for the poet to write “which leads me to say”?
4) What is the basis of religious tradition requiring bodies to be buried with their feet to the east?
5) How is the nape of a kitten’s neck essential to its care by the mother?
  
 






